English - Key Stage 3
Football Journalism: What Happened at the Match Today?

Overview
This resource uses examples of football journalism from the late 19th Century to the
present day to help pupils identify the key features of journalistic writing and produce
their own football report. It is a cross-curricular resource making links to both the
English and History programmes of study at Key Stage 3.
The resource includes a brief introduction to football journalism, followed by
examples of original source material from the Everton Collection with suggestions for
topics of discussion, activities and questions for pupils.
It includes a template that can be used to support pupils to create their own newspaper
report. The Everton Collection website also includes thousands of images that can be
used in pupils work.
The resource has five sections:
Activity 1: The Nineteenth Century
Activity 2: Early Twentieth Century
Activity 3: Illustrated Newspapers
Activity 4: Compare and Contrast
Activity 5: Write Your Own Newspaper Match Report
National Curriculum links
English
Key Concepts
1.2 Creativity: a, d.
1.4 Critical Understanding: a-d.
Key Processes
2.1 Speaking and Listening: e, g, h, i.
2.2 Reading: a-i.
2.3 Writing: e, p, q, r.
Range & Content: h, i.
History
Key Concepts
1.1 Chronological Understanding: a-c.
1.3 Change & Continuity: a.
1.6 Interpretation: a.
Key Processes
2.2 Using Evidence: a, b.
2.3 Communicating about the past: a.
Curriculum Opportunities: 4b-e.

Learning Objectives
▪ To understand the key features of journalistic writing, in particular sports journalism
▪ To encourage pupils to consider the purpose and audience for their writing and adapt
their style of their writing as appropriate
▪ Select, compare and evaluate information from different texts and historical sources
▪ To identify fact and opinion
▪ To produce a piece of journalistic writing, organising and presenting information
and images successfully
▪ To encourage students to make connections between the history of football and their
experiences of it today? – Creativity?
▪ Contribute constructively and appropriately to group discussion.
▪ To understand and communicate how football journalism has changed over time
▪ To use historical evidence to explain how they have reached their conclusions.
Introduction
By 1890 football was very popular and there were many local, national and specialist
newspapers reporting on the game. The press gave football free publicity and helped
fans that did not go to live games to keep up to date with their favourite team. This
helped to make football become a national pass-time.
Very early football reports were similar to each other. They gave full reports about
how teams and footballers played during matches. They also reported match scores
and fixtures. Often games were illustrated with detailed drawings.
By the 1940s the growth of the popular press meant that nearly 2 million people a day
were reading a newspaper like The Mail, The Herald and The Daily Mirror and the
amount of space in papers that was dedicated to football increased. The style of
reporting also changed as reporters started to talk about the private lives of players,
scandals and other ‘human interest’ stories. Photographs also replaced illustrations.
Newspapers today still dedicate large amounts of their sports pages to football. Many
newspapers try to write about ‘exclusive’ stories to compete against each other.
Gossip and scandals about player’s lives and transfer deals are still popular subjects
for newspaper reports. Football can often be front page news, especially when
England is playing in the World or European Cup.

Activity 1
The Nineteenth Century
The Football Field
In Liverpool the Cricket and Football Field was a specialist newspaper for sports
fans. It reported in great detail the football matches and other sports that took place in
Liverpool and surrounding areas. Below you can see the front cover of the Cricket
and Football Field, 4th June 1887.

The Cricket and Football Field, 4th June 1887
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Activity 1: Suggested questions and topics for discussion
1. How has the information been organised on the front page of this newspaper? Think about
headings, captions etc.
2. Who is the audience for this newspaper, i.e. who do you think would buy it?
3. Do you think this had had an effect on the way it has been written and presented? Try to
explain your answer.
4. What techniques do they use to persuade people read the paper?
5. Do you think it is an interesting front page? Why? What techniques could you use to make it
more interesting?
Activity 2
Early Twentieth Century
On 21st April 1906 Everton beat Newcastle United by 1 goal to nil in the F.A. Cup Final. On
the next few pages you can see the Daily Mirror’s front page and report about the match.
The Daily Mirror was a national newspaper first published in 1903.

Front page of the Daily Mirror, 23rd April 1906
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Report inside the Daily Mirror, 23rd April 1906

Photographs used in the Daily Mirror alongside the article about the F.A. Cup Final

Activity 2: Suggested questions and topics for discussion
1. What techniques has the newspaper used on the front cover to persuade people to buy
it?
2. Do you think that this is a good newspaper report? Think about the five W’s, (who,
what, when, where, why?).
3. Do you think that the reporter thought that this was a good or a bad football match?
Highlight areas in the text that tell you what their opinion is.
4. What facts can you find in the article?
5. Why do you think that the reporter has chosen to use these two photographs to illustrate
their report?
6. Do these photographs make you want to read the report? Can you write different
captions for these photographs?

Activity 3
Illustrated Newspapers
The Daily Graphic reported on an F.A. Cup Final match between Everton and Sheffield in
1907. The newspaper was printed and was read by people in London where the match was
played. The Daily Graphic always featured intricate illustrations.

Activity 3: Suggested questions and topics for discussion
1. What is the main technique that The Daily Graphic uses to report what happened at this
football match?
2. Is this a good newspaper article? Does it give you enough information about the match?
How would you improve it?
3. What do you think the title ‘Trippers from the North’ means? Do you think this is a good
title for a newspaper article?
4. The aim of this newspaper was to attract middle-class people with an interest in literature
and art. Discuss how you think this has influenced the techniques the newspaper has used to
report the match.
Activity 4
Compare and Contrast
1933 and 1966 F.A. Cup Final Reports
Everton played in the F.A. Cup Final in 1933 and thirty years later in 1966. Your next task is
to compare and contrast newspaper reports from these two F.A. Cup Finals and identify the
techniques that they use.
Task 1
Read the two F.A. Cup Final newspaper reports. Make notes in the table provided.
Task 2
Compare and contrast the two newspaper reports by filling in the table provided.

Front cover of the Evening News, 29th April 1933

Article from the front cover of the Evening News, 29th April 1933

Front page of the Liverpool Echo F.A. Cup Final Souvenir, 14th May 1966

Inside page of the Liverpool Echo F.A. Cup Souvenir, 1966

Article from the Liverpool Echo F.A. Cup Souvenir, 1966

Task 1 - Worksheet
The 5 W’s
The Evening News, 1933
Who:

The Liverpool Echo, 1966
Who:

What:

What:

When:

When:

Where:

Where:

Why:

Why:

Write a summary of one of the articles…

Task 2
Compare and Contrast
1933 Newspaper report
1. Who is the newspapers audience?

1966 Newspaper report
1. Who is the newspapers audience?

2. What is the purpose of the article? (Think about
when it was written. Would football fans be
reading it before or after the match)?

3. What is the purpose of the article? (Think about
when it was written. Would football fans be reading
it before or after the match)?

3. What techniques do they use to encourage
people to read the article? (Think about headlines,
captions and images).

3. What techniques do they use to encourage people
to read the article? (Think about headlines, captions
and images).

4. Identify three facts from the article:

4. Identify three facts from the article,

Fact 1:

Fact 1:

Fact 2:

Fact 2:
Fact 3:

Fact 3:
5. Identify a sentence or statement in the article
that is the reporter’s opinion.

5. Identify a sentence or statement in the article that
is the reporter’s opinion.

6. Other than the five W’s, what other information
does the article give you?

6. Other than the 5 W’s, what other information does
the article give you?

Task 3 - Discussion
Break into 5 groups. Each group can discuss one of the elements above, answering the
following questions.
1. Is the audience for the two newspapers different? If so, has this affected the way that
the article has been written?
2. Is the purpose of the two newspaper articles the same or different? How has the purpose
of the articles influenced the way they have been written?
3. Are the techniques that the two newspaper use the same or different? Do the articles
successfully persuade you to read them?
4&5. Do you think that the two articles are based on fact or opinion, or both?
6. Is the type of information that the two newspaper reports give you the same or
different?
Activity 5
Write your own newspaper match report
Use the newspaper front page template to create your own football match report. Photographs
to use in your report can be found on the Everton Collection website.
www.evertoncollection.org.uk
When writing your match report, think about:
▪ The 5 W’s
▪ An interesting headline and sub heading
▪ Who is going to read your article?
▪ What is the purpose of your article?
▪ Select a few details and highlight them to grab peoples’ attention.

Newspaper Name & date
hereNewspaper Name and date
Headline
here

Copy and paste a photograph here…

Body Text
here….
Write a caption for your photograph here.

Body text
here…

Body text
here…

Copy and paste a
photograph here

Write a caption for your photograph here

Contact Us
If you have any comments or questions about this resource please contact:
Belinda Monkhouse
Creative Learning Officer – The Everton Collection
Email: belinda.monkhouse@liverpool.gov.uk
Tel: 0151 233 5819
Follow up:
To access even more newspapers and articles from the Everton Collection, please visit:
www.evertoncollection.org.uk

