The

EVERTON
COLLECTION

Schools & Learning

English - Key Stage 3

Football Journalism: What Happened at the Match Today?



Overview

This resource uses examples of football journalism from the late 19" Century to the
present day to help pupils identify the key features of journalistic writing and produce
their own football report. It is a cross-curricular resource making links to both the
English and History programmes of study at Key Stage 3.

The resource includes a brief introduction to football journalism, followed by
examples of original source material from the Everton Collection with suggestions for
topics of discussion, activities and questions for pupils.

It includes a template that can be used to support pupils to create their own newspaper
report. The Everton Collection website also includes thousands of images that can be
used in pupils work.

The resource has five sections:

Activity 1: The Nineteenth Century

Activity 2: Early Twentieth Century

Activity 3: Illustrated Newspapers

Activity 4: Compare and Contrast

Activity 5: Write Your Own Newspaper Match Report

National Curriculum links
English

Key Concepts
1.2 Creativity: a, d.
1.4 Critical Understanding: a-d.

Key Processes

2.1 Speaking and Listening: e, g, h, 1.
2.2 Reading: a-i.

2.3 Writing: e, p, q, I.

Range & Content: h, 1.

History

Key Concepts

1.1 Chronological Understanding: a-c.
1.3 Change & Continuity: a.

1.6 Interpretation: a.

Key Processes

2.2 Using Evidence: a, b.

2.3 Communicating about the past: a.

Curriculum Opportunities: 4b-e.



Learning Objectives
» To understand the key features of journalistic writing, in particular sports journalism

» To encourage pupils to consider the purpose and audience for their writing and adapt
their style of their writing as appropriate

= Select, compare and evaluate information from different texts and historical sources
» To identify fact and opinion

» To produce a piece of journalistic writing, organising and presenting information
and images successfully

= To encourage students to make connections between the history of football and their
experiences of it today? — Creativity?

= Contribute constructively and appropriately to group discussion.

* To understand and communicate how football journalism has changed over time
* To use historical evidence to explain how they have reached their conclusions.
Introduction

By 1890 football was very popular and there were many local, national and specialist
newspapers reporting on the game. The press gave football free publicity and helped
fans that did not go to live games to keep up to date with their favourite team. This
helped to make football become a national pass-time.

Very early football reports were similar to each other. They gave full reports about
how teams and footballers played during matches. They also reported match scores
and fixtures. Often games were illustrated with detailed drawings.

By the 1940s the growth of the popular press meant that nearly 2 million people a day
were reading a newspaper like The Mail, The Herald and The Daily Mirror and the
amount of space in papers that was dedicated to football increased. The style of
reporting also changed as reporters started to talk about the private lives of players,
scandals and other ‘human interest’ stories. Photographs also replaced illustrations.

Newspapers today still dedicate large amounts of their sports pages to football. Many
newspapers try to write about ‘exclusive’ stories to compete against each other.
Gossip and scandals about player’s lives and transfer deals are still popular subjects
for newspaper reports. Football can often be front page news, especially when
England is playing in the World or European Cup.



Activity 1

The Nineteenth Century

The Football Field

In Liverpool the Cricket and Football Field was a specialist newspaper for sports
fans. It reported in great detail the football matches and other sports that took place in

Liverpool and surrounding areas. Below you can see the front cover of the Cricket
and Football Field, 4™ June 1887.



The Cricket and Football Field,

4™ June 1887
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Activity 1: Suggested questions and topics for discussion

1. How has the information been organised on the front page of this newspaper? Think about
headings, captions etc.

2. Who is the audience for this newspaper, i.e. who do you think would buy it?

3. Do you think this had had an effect on the way it has been written and presented? Try to
explain your answer.

4. What techniques do they use to persuade people read the paper?

5. Do you think it is an interesting front page? Why? What techniques could you use to make it
more interesting?

Activity 2
Early Twentieth Century

On 21* April 1906 Everton beat Newcastle United by 1 goal to nil in the F.A. Cup Final. On
the next few pages you can see the Daily Mirror’s front page and report about the match.

The Daily Mirror was a national newspaper first published in 1903.



Front page of the Daily Mirror, 23" April 1906

The Daily Mirror
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Report inside the Daily Mirror, 23" April 1906

age 1 4.

DISAPPOINTING *“F

Everton Win Deservedly After a |-
Poor Game—Newcastle Players ]
Nervous and Slow. b

t

EVERTON, 1 ; NEWCASTLE, O. E

BY CITIZEN.

;, The tamest final for many years. That was the
general and freely-expressed opinion of those who
wvisited the Crystal Palace on Saturday to see
Everton win the Ifnglish Cup by a goal to none.
The football was not worthy of the occasion ; there
was a listlessness about the crowd, and the players—
or at least the Newcastle side—seemed stale. There
was none of that sprightliness one expected from
them. To tell the truth, they failed once more
to rise to a great occasion, and just as they did
last year, when beaten by the WVilla, they lost to a
better side on the day’s play. But had the game
been a I.eague match on neutral ground I am
disposed to think that the United would eaBily
reverse the decision.

rAA A
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ko > »>
It is always unfortunate when the great match of the
ear ends up in a game which arouses no enthusiasm.
?[‘he I.ondon section of the crowd on Saturday was
clearly apathetic, and as they provided the bulk of the
spectators the enthusiasts who had travelled from North-
umberland and ILancashire were not hc}ped in their
endeavours to make the scene comparc with those pre-
viously enacted on the histgric arena.
E3

As a matter of fact, when the New Zealanders beat 1
¥England on the same turf in IDecember, before little more 1
than half the number of people, there was morc life and
go and cheering, and that in spite of the fact that the

cople making the enthusiasm were cheering a side de-
ecating their own countrymen.

k2 ”* -

I was surprised to hear that the crowd numbered over
75,000, and more surprised still to see thousands vacate |
their seats before the finish and leave the ground. The
rush to the rails to see the Cup and medals presented was
less eager than ever before, and JI.ord Kinnaird had no
trouble in making himself heard. ¥e briefly referred to
the San Francisco debacle, and then went on to compli-
ment the FEverton playvers and commiserate with New-

castle. He had a special word for Taylor, the Ewverton
captain, who was a member of the team nine years ago,
when Fwverton were beaten by Aston Villa. Taylor and

Aitken shook hands, and Taylor held aloft the "up, and
said a few words, which were drowned in the burst of
cheering.

% * »*

Members of Parliament for Iiverpool and N ew-
castle proposed and seconded the vote of thanks to Lord
XKinnaird. Mr. . E. Smith (M.P. for the Walton IDivision
of Liverpool), in proposing the wvote, alluded to Lord
Kinnaird’'s record as a footballer, and described him as
Following the game in his time in the good old-fashioned
rough way, when people were not so particular about

fouls. Mr. Cairns, IM.P., one of the Newcastle members,
in seconding the vote, referred the United players to the
story of KXing Bruce and the spider. ‘“Epy, try,; try

again, and at last come out right on top and win.”’
* » *

Ifn a few words afterwards Aitken admitted that his
men played nervously, and said that there was not much
good football in the match. Taylor was mnaturally
pleased, but blamed the light ball and hard ground for
the scrambling play.

-n > -
To get to the play. Just as they did at Birmingham
= against Liverpocl, Everton, who were favoured by a

pretty strong diagonal wind, started with great dash.
Several corners fecll to them—four in the first thirteen
minutes—and from one of them ILawrence made a great
save from Settle by tipping the ball over the bar. The
superb half-back play of Taylor, Makepeace, and Abbott
secmed to bottle up the genius of the Newcastle forwards.
That wversatile artist, Colin WVeitch, was out of the pic-
ture, a pathetic figure—especially to those who saw his
great display at Glasgow, when, at centre half, he led
a forlorn hope for England. s

¥ »*

*

Tt is true we had occasional dashes down the wings
by Rutherford and Gosnell, but they were few and far
between, and there were also one or two pretty little bits
of passing between the inside men—in midheld. But
once they found themselves in the vicinity of Crelly and
Balmer, the Everton backs, they tamely gave up the ball
to those insistent and vigorous defenders.

e %

TUnlike their opponents, the Everton forwards did mnot
lack nerves. The great crowd—75,000 is a grecat crowd,
and another 75,000 would not have made it much more
impressive to the players—did not get on their mnerves.
Not very clever or scientific in their methods, they pegged
away, and were always surging up against the Newcastle

defences with tremendous vigour. They would have
done better even had Young, the centre forward not
marred his dashing display by a good many petty tricks
which Mr. Kirkham generally noticed = and always’

promptly penalised.
3 > L




Photographs used in the Daily Mirror alongside the article about the F.A. Cup Final
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Activity 2: Suggested questions and topics for discussion

1. What techniques has the newspaper used on the front cover to persuade people to buy
it?

2. Do you think that this is a good newspaper report? Think about the five W’s, (who,
what, when, where, why?).

3. Do you think that the reporter thought that this was a good or a bad football match?
Highlight areas in the text that tell you what their opinion is.

4. What facts can you find in the article?

5. Why do you think that the reporter has chosen to use these two photographs to illustrate
their report?

6. Do these photographs make you want to read the report? Can you write different
captions for these photographs?



Activity 3
Ilustrated Newspapers
The Daily Graphic reported on an F.A. Cup Final match between Everton and Sheffield in

1907. The newspaper was printed and was read by people in London where the match was
played. The Daily Graphic always featured intricate illustrations.
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Activity 3: Suggested questions and topics for discussion

1. What is the main technique that The Daily Graphic uses to report what happened at this
football match?

2. Is this a good newspaper article? Does it give you enough information about the match?
How would you improve it?

3. What do you think the title ‘Trippers from the North’ means? Do you think this is a good
title for a newspaper article?

4. The aim of this newspaper was to attract middle-class people with an interest in literature
and art. Discuss how you think this has influenced the techniques the newspaper has used to
report the match.

Activity 4

Compare and Contrast

1933 and 1966 F.A. Cup Final Reports

Everton played in the F.A. Cup Final in 1933 and thirty years later in 1966. Your next task is
to compare and contrast newspaper reports from these two F.A. Cup Finals and identify the
techniques that they use.

Task 1

Read the two F.A. Cup Final newspaper reports. Make notes in the table provided.

Task 2
Compare and contrast the two newspaper reports by filling in the table provided.



Front cover of the Evening News, 29™ April 1933
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Article from the front cover of the Evening News, 29" April 1933
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LANCASHIRE INVADES
LONDON FOR CUP FINAL

200,000 Visitors Arrive

In The Early

Hours

ANCASHIRE invaded London to-day for the Football

° Association Cup Final—Manchester City v. Everton—
at Wembley. The first train-load arrived at 3 a.m., and from
then until nine o'clock 140 special trains brought 200,000
football fans from all over the country.

At least half of them do unot even hope lo get inside the ground—
it hiolds fewer than 100,000, and all tickets were sold weeks ago.

No decision has yet been made whether the King will
be present; it all depends upon the weather.

Manchester lads are a hit worried.
chosen until just before the kick-off, for

Their forward line will not be
there is still szome doubt

whether Tilson’s injured leg will be fit enough for him to play.

Kick-off:

3 p.m.

it

et i ot e

Extra time if necessary

ARTISTIC EVERTON AND
BUSINESSLIKE CITY

BY J. G. ORANGE
HIS afternoon’s F.A. Cup Final
between Manchester City and
Everton at Wembley Stadium
may well resolve itseli into a fierce
battle between the grim, determined
play of the Manchester men and the
supremely artistie football of Everton.

n any ordinary encounter betwean
two sides with contrasting styles such
as this afternoon's opponents it is usu-
ally safe to predict that the better foot-
haﬁ side will win. Buf this match is
far from being an ordinary malch, for
nerves will be on edge and tempera-
ments tried to the uttermost.

Thia is a game in which the team
that can rise to the occasion counter-
acts any inferiority in playing ability
or lack of experience,

Semi-Final Scramble

If I wers sure that Everton could
enter the Wembley arena in the same
spirit that they take the field for their
League matches I would not look bhe-

ond them for the winners of the Cup,
hut I saw them scramble through their
semi-fingl against West, Ham United,
and saw that certain players were not
moulded on lines to carry them sue-
cessfully through an ordeal such as
they will have fo face this afternoon.

Manchester City's style of play does
mot demand of the players the same
high degree of accuracy as Everton’s,
and they are thercfore less likely to be
perturbed if the machine fails to fune-
tion in the exact way intended. The
long and quick s gains the ground
for Manchester City; with Everton thae
advance is made oiten by the repeated
tip-tap which, when carried out to per-
fection, will amaze the opposition as
much as it will enthral the spectators.

But it can only be played Ferl'ecl.ly
under ideal conditions, and 1 feel sure
the Manchester men will tackle so
rapidly and so tenaciously that Everton
will not get the time they mnaeed for
their movements this afternoon.

Five years ago wa saw how the

strong tlackling and ewift raiding of
Blackburn Rovers knocked the bottom
out of Huddersfield, a team that con-
tained great footballers like Alex
Jackson, Bob Kelly, Clem Stephenson,

Roy Guoodall, and Billy Smith. I see
this afterncon’s mateh in the same
light as that Final of 19238, and [

vieualise Everton being given no
chance Lo play the game they would
like to, just as Huddersfiald were un-
able to reproduce anything like their
best form five years ago. .

The Everton side bristles with first-
class footballers, motably Dunn (who
has happy recollections of Wembley,
since he was in that famous winning
Scottish team therse in 1928), Johnson,
Dean, OCresswell and White. Their
younger men are full of promise, but
a8 ’\-ret they are not big match men.

Manchester City have their artists,
too, but they are not 80 numerous as
Everton's. They have two players in
McMullan and Cowan who took part in
the unsuccessful final against Bolton
Wanderers in 1926, and 1t will be in-
teresting to sea how MeMullan plays
as a forward on an occasion like this
%ibe-l:' a lifelong experience as a half-

ac

It Depends on Tilson

Although there has been consider-
able speculation regarding Tilson's ap-
pearance at centre-forward for Man-
chester City, and an official decision
may net be made until shortly before
the mateh, I believe he will be found
fit o play. If he does, I think Man-
chester City will win, mainly bhecause
they are more likely to play their nor-
mal gamo than Everton are under the
stress and strain of the abnormal con-
ditions of the Cup Final.

Tilzon cannot play and the hlan-
chester Oity forward line has to be
switched round, then Everton will have
a much better chanca of winning the
Cup for the sccomi time in their
history,

PLAN OF

(With Official

Mumbers

THE FIELD

of Players)

EVERTON
(White shirts, black knickers)
1. Sagar.

2. Cook.
4. Britton.
7. Geldard. 8. Dunn.

Referee:
13, McMullan.

17. Bray.
20.

12. Brook.

Dale.

5. White
9. Dean (capt.)

O

14. Tilson.
18. Cowan (capt.)

3. Gresswell.
6. Thomson.

10. Johnson. 11, Stein.

Mr. E. Wood (Hallamshire).

15. Herd. 16. Toseland.
19. Bushy.

21. Cann.

22. Langford.
MANCHESTER CITY .
(Scarlet shirts, white knickers)
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Front page of the Liverpool Echo F.A. Cup Final Souvenir, 14™ May 1966




Inside page of the Liverpool Echo F.A. Cup Souvenir, 1966

WORLD CUP? I'D SOONER WED YOU!
EVERTON'S WEMBLEY CAPTAIN MAKES HIS CHCQICE

=




Article from the Liverpool Echo F.A. Cup Souvenir, 1966

LiverP

SATURDAY,

MAY 14, 1966

£ EVi

Team’s experience
and class shouwuld
beat Wednesday

By MECEAKEIL CEARTERS

Experience should enable Everron. to win the F.A. Cup to-day to
make the club’s trophy triumphs three in six Final attempts. Working
fhrough the fteams position by position, it is Everton who carry the greater

class in most places and

this could be the clinchi ng

In the Sheffield Wednes-
day side, S‘plzlngett.
‘\!Pgson Y oung and
Fantham are the men with

the know-how which only
yYears in the top class can
‘bri ng- =
Thelr ungsters like
Pugh, nlccaliiog Ellis and
Ford have oniy had =&
handful Oof First Division
games among them, an T
can't see an attack of such
inexperience getting much
change out of the sound

Everton defence which has
Yet to concede a goal in the
Cup this season.

AMecdnesday and Everton
are both teams which work

and work, but Everton also
hawve forwards of sreat
ability in Scott., Young and
Temple, men who can win a
match on their indivudual
artistry.

Both teams have

4
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Final Victory 1935
Wednesday had subsequently
reached the semi-final only
twice prior to this season. In
1954 they were beaten 2-0 by
Preston North End, and six
years later lost to Blackburn

Rovers by 2-1.
yvears ago Wednesday
remarkable run of
progressive decline in the Cu‘p
competition. After losing
Blackburn Rovers in the ]960
semi-final they departed from
in the next four years in
sixth round, hen the
then fourt. amd finally
nocked out in the thir
roun
4 part from their three post-
walr semi-final appearances.
Wednesday have only once
survived to the s:\th swround in
last 21 years On four
occasions during that period
they have gone out in the
fifth round; four times they
hawve said goodbye to their
hopes in round four, and on

inine occasions have failed to

get beyond round three.
CONSISTENT

Aftertheir “ ¥ o-yo *°
| existence in the early post-
| war wyears, to which reference
has already een made,
| Wednesday in recent seasons
{ have been much more
consistent. This winter, o
course. they have not been
outtanding in [LLeague matters,
T nriae — D R P S

in the mervous tension of
feature.

Wembley this afterncon,

LU ER R T O LT

EVERTOMN
Right. West Left.
Wright Wilson
CGabriel Labone Harris
Scott Trebilcock Harvey Temple
Young (A.)
L
McCallicog
Quinn Ford Fantham Pugh
Young (G.) Mobley (or Ellis) Eustace
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Task 1 - Worksheet

The 5 W’s

The Evening News, 1933 The Liverpool Echo, 1966
Who: Who:

What: What:

When: When:

Where: Where:

Why: Why:

Write a summary of one of the articles...




Task 2

Compare and Contrast

1933 Newspaper report

1966 Newspaper report

1. Who is the newspapers audience?

1. Who is the newspapers audience?

2. What is the purpose of the article? (Think about
when it was written. Would football fans be
reading it before or after the match)?

3. What is the purpose of the article? (Think about
when it was written. Would football fans be reading
it before or after the match)?

3. What techniques do they use to encourage
people to read the article? (Think about headlines,
captions and images).

3. What techniques do they use to encourage people
to read the article? (Think about headlines, captions
and images).

4. Identify three facts from the article:

Fact 1:

Fact 2:

Fact 3:

4. Identify three facts from the article,

Fact 1:

Fact 2:

Fact 3:

5. Identify a sentence or statement in the article
that is the reporter’s opinion.

5. Identify a sentence or statement in the article that
is the reporter’s opinion.

6. Other than the five W’s, what other information
does the article give you?

6. Other than the 5 W’s, what other information does
the article give you?




Task 3 - Discussion

Break into 5 groups. Each group can discuss one of the elements above, answering the
following questions.

1. Is the audience for the two newspapers different? If so, has this affected the way that
the article has been written?

2. Is the purpose of the two newspaper articles the same or different? How has the purpose
of the articles influenced the way they have been written?

3. Are the techniques that the two newspaper use the same or different? Do the articles
successfully persuade you to read them?

4&5. Do you think that the two articles are based on fact or opinion, or both?

6. Is the type of information that the two newspaper reports give you the same or
different?

Activity 5
Write your own newspaper match report

Use the newspaper front page template to create your own football match report. Photographs
to use in your report can be found on the Everton Collection website.

www.evertoncollection.org.uk

When writing your match report, think about:

» The 5 W’s

» An interesting headline and sub heading

= Who is going to read your article?

» What is the purpose of your article?

= Select a few details and highlight them to grab peoples’ attention.



Newspaper Name & date

here

Headline
here

Body Text
here....

Copy and paste a photograph here...

Write a caption for your photograph here.

Copy and paste a
photograph here

Body text
here...

Body text
here...

Write a caption for your photograph here




Contact Us

If you have any comments or questions about this resource please contact:
Belinda Monkhouse

Creative Learning Officer — The Everton Collection

Email: belinda.monkhouse@liverpool.gov.uk

Tel: 0151 233 5819
Follow up:
To access even more newspapers and articles from the Everton Collection, please visit:

www.evertoncollection.org.uk







