
The World Cup 1966  
 - 1 - 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

History & English – Upper Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3 
 
The World Cup 1966 
 
 
 

 
 
Official World Cup Programme, 1966 
© The Everton Collection Charitable Trust, www.evertoncollection.org.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.evertoncollection.org.uk/


The World Cup 1966  
 - 2 - 

 

Introduction 
 
Football is a key part of life in England and every four years the World Cup captures 
the imagination of the country.  This resource uses original source material from the 
World Cup in 1966 to encourage the development of historical interpretation and 
enquiry skills and analysis of non-fiction texts and critical thinking skills.   
 
The pack includes extracts from newspapers and brochures, photographs, 
programmes, tickets, advertisements and oral history recordings. It also includes 
background information about the World Cup in 1966 and Liverpool in the 1960s.  
 
There are four activities on different themes 
 

1. Welcoming the World  
2. The World Cup - A National Event?  
3. Controversy at the World Cup 
4. What was it like to go to the World Cup in 1966? 

 
Each theme includes suggested activities and questions.   
 

National Curriculum Links  
 

Key Stage Subject Subject 

 
Key Stage 2 
 

History  
 
▪ Knowledge, Skills and 
Understanding: 1a, b. 2a, c. 3. 4a, b. 
5a, b, c.  
 
▪ Breadth of Study: 6 (British History 
Study), 7 (Local History Study), 11b 
(Britain since 1930).  
 

English 
 
▪ En1 Speaking & Listening: Speaking 
with confidence, listen and responding 
appropriately to others, talk effectively 
as members of a group  
 
▪ En2 Reading: Understand texts, read 
for information, non-fiction texts, 
including newspapers, magazines, 
articles, leaflets, brochures and 
advertisements.  

 
Key Stage 3 
 
 
 

 
History 
 
Key Concepts  
▪ 1.1 Chronological Understanding, 
1.3 Change and Continuity, 1.4 Cause 
and Consequence, 1.5 Significance 
and 1.6 Interpretation.  
 
Key Processes 
▪ Historical enquiry, using evidence, 
communicating about the past.  
 
Historical Enquiry 

▪ Identify and investigate, individually 

and as part of a team, specific 
historical questions or issues, making 
and testing hypotheses. 

 

 
English  
 
Key Concepts 
▪ 1.1b. Competence. Reading and 
understanding a range of texts and 
responding appropriately 
▪ 1.4 Critical Understanding, 
a. Engaging with ideas and texts, 
understanding and responding to the 
main issues. 
b. Assessing the validity and 
significance of information and ideas 
from different sources. 
d. Analysing and evaluating spoken and 
written language to appreciate how 
meaning is shaped. 
 
Key Processes  
▪ 2.1 Speaking and Listening 
e, g: listen, make a relevant contribution 
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Using Evidence  

▪ Identify, select and use a range of 
historical sources, including textual, 
visual and oral sources and artefacts. 

▪ Evaluate the sources used in order 

to reach reasoned conclusions. 

Range & Content – British History  

▪ The ways in which lives, beliefs, 

ideas and attitudes of people in Britain 
have changed over time and the 
factors – such as technology, 
economic development, war, religion 
and culture that have driven these 
changes. 
 
Curriculum Opportunities  
▪ Investigate aspects of personal, 
family or local history and how they 
relate to a broader historical context.  
 

to a group and respond appropriately 
and constructively to others.  
 
▪ 2.2 Reading a, d, e, f, h: select, 
compare, extract and interpret 
information, distinguish between fact 
and opinion, support their own views on 
text with evidence, understand how the 
nature and purpose of a text influences 
its content.  
 
Range & Content  
 
▪ 3.2 Reading h, i: Read a range of non-
fiction texts including, reportage and 
journalism, for the purposes such as to 
inform, explain, describe, analyse, 
discuss and persuade 
 
Curriculum Opportunities  
▪ 4.1 Speaking and listening  
f: develop speaking and listening 
through activities that make cross-
curricular links with other subjects.  
 
▪ 4.2 Reading 
c. develop reading skills through work 
that makes cross-curricular links to 
other subjects.  
 
 

 

Background Information 
 
The World Cup 
 
In the early 20th century national football teams only had chance to compete against 
each other during the Olympics. However, as all the football players taking part in the 
Olympics had to be amateurs there was demand from the professional game for a 
new tournament.  
 
In response a group of football administrators from FIFA (Fédération Internationale 
de Football Association), organised a new international tournament called the World 
Cup. The first World Cup was held in Uruguay in 1930. The competition has been 
held once every four years since then, apart from a twelve year break caused by the 
outbreak of the Second World War.  
 
1966 
 
1966 was a special year in English football. In 1966 the 8th tournament was hosted 
and won by England, the first and only time that England has won the World Cup. 
 
Although the Final match was played at England’s national stadium, Wembley. Many 
of the preliminary rounds were played at venues around the country including, 
Manchester, Middlesbrough, Sunderland, Sheffield, Birmingham and Liverpool.  
 
Everton’s stadium at Goodison Park was seen, after Wembley, as the largest and 
most well-equipped in the country. Local press gave Goodison Park the nickname 
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‘Wembley of the North’. This was reflected in the Football Association’s choice to use 
the ground to host one of the World Cup Semi-Final matches.  In the years before the 
World Cup Everton prepared the ground by spending £160,000, extending the pitch 
to FIFA regulations and reconstructing one of the stands to include 2,500 more seats 
for international fans.  
 
Many people felt that football had ‘come home’ to the country that had given the 
game to the rest of the World and there was a great deal of excitement and 
anticipation in the local and national press.   
 
Traditionally South American teams have dominated the World Cup, winning eight of 
the eighteen World Cups. Brazil has won a record five times (1958, 1962, 1970, 
1994, 2002). In Europe, Italy has won the trophy four times (1934, 1938, 1982, 
2006). And West Germany three times (1954, 1974 and 1990).  
 
In 2010 the competition will be held in South Africa, the first time that it has been held 
outside Europe, Asia or the Americas. 
 
Liverpool in the 1960s 
 
Liverpool in the 1960s was undergoing a huge amount of growth, redevelopment and 
social and economic change.  The city had a new image of prosperity and creativity. 
However, the city still suffered from the legacy of the Industrial Revolution, the Great 
Depression and bombing during the Second World War and some areas suffered 
from the affects of poverty and poor housing.   
 
In the 1960s Liverpool helped to lead a revolution in popular culture, particularly in 
music and football. The beat-boom generation of musicians and poets, such as the 
Beatles and Roger McGough, helped to propel Liverpool onto the national stage. The 
1960s was also a particularly successful time for both of Liverpool’s football teams. 
Everton F.C. won the League Championship in 1962-1963 and 1969-1970 and won 
the F.A. Cup in 1966. Liverpool F.C. also won the League Championship twice in 
1963-1964 and 1964-1965 and the F.A. Cup in 1965.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The World Cup 1966  
 - 5 - 

 

 
Activity 1 - Welcoming the World 
 
Source 1, 2 and 3 are taken from leaflets and brochures advertising and promoting 
the city of Liverpool to visitors before and after the World Cup.  Source 3 is taken 
from a newspaper, the Liverpool Daily Post in 1966.   
 
 
Source 1  
 

 
 

 
 
© Liverpool Record Office. www.liverpool.gov.uk/archives 
Extracts from ‘Liverpool Official Guide 1966-1967’ by the Liverpool Corporation, 1967 

 
 
Source 2  
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.liverpool.gov.uk/archives
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© Liverpool Record Office. www.liverpool.gov.uk/archives 
Extract from ‘Welcome to Liverpool – World Cup 1966’ by the City of Liverpool Public Relations Office, 
1966 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.liverpool.gov.uk/archives
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Source 3 
 

 
 
© The Everton Collection Charitable Trust. www.evertoncollection.org.uk  
Extract from Liverpool Daily Post, 1966  

 

http://www.evertoncollection.org.uk/
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Activity 1 - Questions  
 
1. Do the authors of Sources 1 and 2 have a positive or negative view about 
Liverpool? Can you identify any phrases to support your answer?  
 
2. What evidence is there in Source 1 and 2 that change is happening in Liverpool?  

 
3. What reference does the writer of Source 1 and 2 make to the past? Can you 
identify any words and phrases that suggest that some aspects of life in Liverpool 
stayed the same?   
 
4. In source 3, what do you think the writer means by the phrase, ‘Wembley of the 
North’.  
 

Additional Questions   
 
1. How are these sources useful to historians trying to find out what Liverpool was 
like in the 1960s? 
 
2. Consider Source 1 and 2. Why were these sources written? Do you think this has 
influenced the way in which they have been written and the information they contain? 
 
 
3. If you were a historian, what other types of evidence would you need to get an 
accurate picture of what life was like in Liverpool in the 1960s?  
 

Cross-curricular Activities  
 
▪ Can you find out how South Africa has prepared to welcome lots of visitors to their 
country in 2010? 
 
▪ Can you design an advert for the 2010 World Cup in South Africa?   
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Activity 2 – The World Cup: A National Event? 
 
England hoped that the World Cup would be a national event and capture the 
imagination of people across the country.  Developments in communication and the 
media were also taking place during the 1960s.  
 
By the 1960s football was featuring more and more frequently on television. It is 
estimated that over 600 million people watched or listened to the World Cup Final on 
the television or radio.  
 
Source 4 
 

 
© The Everton Collection Charitable Trust. www.evertoncollection.org.uk  
Extract from ‘The Observer, Guide to the World Cup’ 15 May 1966  

http://www.evertoncollection.org.uk/
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Source 5 
 

 
 
© The Everton Collection Charitable Trust. www.evertoncollection.org.uk  
Extract from ‘Daily Express World Cup Guide’ 1966 

 
Source 6 
 

 

© Liverpool Record Office, www.liverpool.gov.uk/archives  

Extract from a newspaper, 1966.  

http://www.evertoncollection.org.uk/
http://www.liverpool.gov.uk/archives
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Activity 2 – Questions  
 
1. Make a list of the ways in which information about the World Cup was 
communicated to people around the country in 1966. Which of these would also have 
been available in 1948?  What news ways of finding out about the World Cup will 
there be in 2010. You can use the worksheet to help you.  
 
2. What evidence is there in the sources that people all around England and the 
World got to see and hear about the World Cup? 
 
3. Group discussion - What do you think it would have been like to live in a part of the 
country where no World Cup games were played? Could you still get involved?  
 
4. Group discussion - Do you think that large sporting events like the World Cup and 
the Olympics are good for the whole country? 
 
 

Activity 3 – Controversy at the World Cup 
 
Sources 7, 8 and 9 relate to an incident that happened during the World Cup Finals 
that led to some people questioning whether it was really a national event.  
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Source 7 
 

 
 

© The Everton Collection Charitable Trust, www.evertoncollection.org.uk. Extract from the Liverpool 
Daily Post, 24

th
 July 1966 

http://www.evertoncollection.org.uk/
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Source 8 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
© The Everton Collection Charitable Trust. www.evertoncollection.org.uk 

Extracts taken from newspapers, July 1966.  
 

http://www.evertoncollection.org.uk/
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Source 9 
 

 
 
 

Questions 
 
1. What decision did the football authorities make that angered football fans in 
Liverpool?  
 
2. How did the football fans in Liverpool show their anger?  
 
3. What reasons do the sources give for the match being played at Wembley? 
 
4. Do you think that football fans in Liverpool were right to be angry at the football 
authorities? Try to give reasons for your answer.   
 

Additional Questions  
 
1. Do you think the writer of the article in Source 9 has a negative for positive attitude 
towards football fans in Liverpool? Can you find words or phrases that support your 
answer?  
 
 
 
 



The World Cup 1966  
 - 15 - 

 

 
 

Activity 4 – What was it like to go to the World Cup in 
1966?   
 
Source 10 
 
Listen to the oral history recording available on the Everton Collection website, 
http://www.evertoncollection.org.uk/learning/schools+online/resources  
 
This is a recording of an Everton F.C. fan, Brian Burrows, who attended two World 
Cup matches at Goodison Park in 1966. 

 
Activity 4 – Questions  
 
Listen carefully to Brian talk about his World Cup experiences and try to answer 
these questions: 
 
1. Why did Brian decide to go and watch a live World Cup match? 
 
2. How much did it cost to go to a match? 
 
3. How did Brian travel to the matches? Would you travel to a football match in this 
way? 
 
4. What are Brian’s memories about how television and newspapers reported the 
World Cup?  
 
5. How did Brian celebrate England winning the World Cup? 
 
6. How did football fans in Liverpool react to overseas visitors according to Brian? 
 
7. What was Brian’s favourite memory of the World Cup Finals in 1966? 
 

Additional Questions  
 
8. How useful are oral history recordings for finding out about the past? What do you 
think are the advantages and disadvantages of using them? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.evertoncollection.org.uk/learning/schools+online/resources
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Supporting Images 
 
These images provide further information about the key features and events during 
the 1966 World Cup.   
 
World Cup Willie 
 

 
 
 
© Copyright the Everton Collection Chartable Trust. www.evertoncollection.org.uk. 
Extract from the Daily Express World Cup Guide, 1966.  

 
World Cup Willie was the official mascot of the World Cup Finals in England. He was 
the first World Cup mascot and one of the first mascots for any major sporting event. 
Since World Cup Willie mascots for sporting events have become very popular. 
World Cup Willie featured on lots of World Cup merchandise for football fans to buy 
such as tea towels, soap, glasses, beer mats, badges, stickers and posters.  
 

Cross-curricular Activities  
 
▪ Research what other countries have chosen for their World Cup mascots.  
 
▪ Can you design a mascot for England’s World Cup bid in 2018? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.evertoncollection.org.uk/
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World Cup Semi – Final Match Ticket  
 

 
© Copyright the Everton Collection Chartable Trust. www.evertoncollection.org.uk.  

 
This is a ticket for the World Cup Semi-Final that took place between West Germany 
and Russia at Goodison Park on 25th July 1966. It cost 7 shillings and 6 pence.  
Today this is the equivalent of approximately £4.82.   
 
Jules Rimet Trophy 
 

 
 

© Copyright the Everton Collection Chartable 
Trust. www.evertoncollection.org.uk.  

 

http://www.evertoncollection.org.uk/
http://www.evertoncollection.org.uk/
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The World Cup trophy is also known as the Jules Rimet trophy and is named after 
the French FIFA official who helped to start the World Cup tournament. This is a 
miniature version of the trophy that may have been given to Everton F.C. to 
commemorate their hosting of the tournament.  
 
 
Trading Card, Ray Wilson, 1971 
 
 

    
 
 
Ray Wilson played a number of games for England during the World Cup 1966, 
including the Final.  At the time of the World Cup he played football for Everton F.C.  
 
Trading card, Alan Ball, 1970 
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Alan Ball became an Everton F.C. player shortly after winning the World Cup with 
England in 1966.  He went on to become one of Everton’s greatest ever players, 
winning the League Championship with the Club in the 1968/70 season and scoring 
many goals.  
 
Photograph, Brazil v Hungary at Goodison Park, 15th July 1966 

 
© The Everton Collection Charitable Trust, www.evertoncollection.org.uk 

 
Supporting Information  
 
World Cup 1966 – Timeline of events  
 
30th March 1966 – The World Cup trophy is stolen while on exhibition at the Central 
Hall in Westminster, London.  
 
27th March 1966 – After several days of anxiety and frustration the trophy was found 
by a dog called Pickles out for a walk with his owner in South London. 

  
 
 

Pickles, the dog that ‘saved’ the 
World Cup 

http://www.evertoncollection.org.uk/
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11th July 1966 – The eighth World Cup Finals begin in England  
 
11th – 20th July – Group matches take place at football stadiums across the country, 
including London, Liverpool, Sheffield, Sunderland, Middlesbrough, Birmingham and 
Manchester 
 
Group A: England, France, Mexico and Uruguay 
Group B: Argentina, Spain, Switzerland, West Germany 
Group C: Brazil, Bulgaria, Hungary, Portugal 
Group D: Chile, Italy, North Korea, U.S.S.R 
 
23rd July – Quarter Finals are held at Wembley Stadium, Goodison Park, Roker Park 
and Hillsborough Stadium.  
 
England (1) v Argentina (0) 
West Germany (4) v Uruguay (0) 
Portugal (4) v North Korea (3) 
Hungary (1) v U.S.S.R (2) 
 
24th July – FIFA and the F.A. decide to hold the Semi-Final match that England will 
take part in at Wembley Stadium. They say this is to make sure that the match is 
seen at the venue where the biggest number of spectators could be accommodated. 
This causes a lot of controversy, especially amongst football fans in Liverpool who 
believe they have been snubbed by the English football authorities.  
 
25th July – The Semi-Final between West Germany and U.S.S.R takes place at 
Goodison Park. West Germany wins by 2 goals to 1. 
 
26th July – The Semi-Final between England and Portugal takes place at Wembley 
Stadium. England wins by 2 goals to 1.   
 
30th July 1966 – The World Cup Final between England and West Germany is held 
at Wembley Stadium. 98,000 spectators come to watch the game. West Germany 
scored the first goal but at full-time the score was 2-2. During extra time Geoff Hurst 
scored a controversial goal that the German supporters believed did not cross the 
line of the goal. In the last minute of extra-time Hurst scored again to make the final 
score 4 – 2 to England. England won the World Cup.   
 

Cross-curricular Activities 
 
▪ Create a storyboard of some of the events that happened during the World Cup. 

 
▪ Produce a news bulletin or report about one of the events that happened during the 
World Cup.  

 
Other Activities 
 
Visit the BBC ‘On This Day’ website to hear audio and see video clips of the World 
Cup Final in 1966.  
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/july/30/newsid_2644000/2644065.st
m  
 
 
 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/july/30/newsid_2644000/2644065.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/july/30/newsid_2644000/2644065.stm
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Visit the FIFA website for official history of the World Cup.  
 
http://www.fifa.com/worldcup/ 
 
Watch clips of various World Cup matches being played at Goodison Park. 
 
1. North Korea v Portugal at Goodison Park, 1966 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swLNYmcaheg 
 
2. Portugal v Brazil at Goodison Park, 1966 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4Q4P5zh8jg 
 

Contact 
 
If you have any comments about this resource or other learning resources available 
from the Everton Collection Learning Programme, please contact: 
 
Belinda Monkhouse – Creative Learning Officer 
 
Email: belinda.monkhouse@liverpool.gov.uk 
 
Tel: 0151 233 5819  
 

Copyright Statement  
 
This resource is the copyright of the Everton Collection Charitable Trust 2010. It is 
free for teachers to download and reproduce for use within a school, but it must not 
be partly or wholly reproduced for any other use.  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swLNYmcaheg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4Q4P5zh8jg
mailto:belinda.monkhouse@liverpool.gov.uk

