Interview with Tony Tighe by Pete Grace
11 June 2010
Oak Room, Liverpool Central Library
1.31 – supported Everton all my life, grandfather devout Catholic and Everton fan
2.17 – going to Goodison with grandfather and father in Park End stand, father shouting and being embarrassed

3.45 – favourite player, Alan Ball, meeting him in changing room

6.20 – Barcelona dinner for the Collection, Alan Ball speech

7.04 – favourite manager, Harry Catterick, Mr Manager, always saw Howard Kendall as a player
8.49 – memorial match for Harry Catterick, Gordon West being stretchered on

9.18 – Bayern Munich match, teeth falling out of fan screaming too much

11.09 – embarrassed by racist chants, early 1970s longing for meat pie and Bovril in Spain

12.24 – Main Stand, Park End Stand being built, singing we want a roof on Gwladys St – ground hasn’t changed that much

13.30 – in the Boy’s Pen, beaten up by Man Utd fans after leaving the pen, 6p to get into Boy’s Pen

14.34 – always used to play golf on Saturday morning before the match, always buy son a badge for every goal Everton scores

15.31 – derby is the greatest passion, if we get beat worse feeling, avoid newspapers, etc, if we win, such pride and joy, keep watching Match of the Day
16.30 – went to watch Sporting Lisbon and Benfica, great atmosphere, worst journey home ever had after defeat
17.38 – bunking into Leicester City, Nottingham Forest, favourite ground is Bolton, always seem to win there
18.55 – watching Everton at White Hart Lane, Goodison should be like White Hart Lane

19.54 – watching England at Old Trafford, boring game of football
20.32 – friend a ball boy at North Korea v Portugal match in 1966 World Cup

21.22 – going to 1966 FA Cup Final, sewn ticket into trousers, father re-painted red car blue

22.20 – ground share is the only solution, makes financial sense, but the heart says no chance

23.20 – involvement with The Everton Collection, working with Lord Grantchester, Keith Wyness to acquire the David France Collection and set up the Trust, needed to convince fans to support the Trust, huge task to raise the money and match the HLF grant, Heritage Week, raised money from dinner, making film with Alan Ball, exhibition, David Stoker, Liverpool Record Office, Jim Grisenthwaite
32.30 – securing the Everton Collection with HLF grant in July 2007, cried on hearing the news, secured Everton’s heritage

34.45 – David France amassed the collection over 27 years and received £1.5 million. Found it hard to give up the collection, wrote letter saying ‘my work is now complete’

36.52 – PR company working on kit launches for Kitbag and Everton FC, creative idea to put up 120 cardboard cut-outs of Jagielka around the city, bluekipper competition to have the best photo with Jags cut-out
39.38 – idea of Everton Two, Liverpool One name

40.14 – formed consortium to buy Everton for £5 million, Peter Johnson came along with £10 million, so backed down, ambition to be director of Everton FC

43.59 – need to find a billionaire like Man City but it would create a club with no soul, no loyalty from players
45.16 – David Moyes a genius in bringing players in and Howard Kendall team spirit

45.46 – waiting for football bubble to burst, things come round in cycles, over-hyped and on too much money

46.48 – favourite item from the Collection, 1890/91 League Championship medal showing liver bird
48.50 – Everton means everything, going to matches with granddad, mother biased Everton supporter

